Boyds Civic Association

July 15, 2004 Meeting Minutes
President Melissa Foster called the Boyds Civic Association (BCA) to order at 7:35 pm on July 15, 2004. There were about 40 people in attendance. Minutes from the BCA’s April meeting were approved. 

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

Treasurer’s Report (Steve Gibson): Approved
Current balance
$ 631.57 (A $600 bill is currently due to the lawyer handling the C.W. Wright issue.)

Discussion for increasing BCA treasury will be discussed later.

• Guest Speakers: WSSC Pearl Laufer, Mark Behe, Jim Krause, and Steve Gerwin
WSSC is planning to erect a tower for security equipment to transmit 24-hour monitoring data of the water reservoir. The tower’s base will be 24 feet between each of the three legs and not higher than the 200-feet FAA limit. It is probable that the County will ask to add police ands fire department transmitters. There are also possibilities that commercial companies may want to add equipment to the tower.

The water tank is slated to be built at the intersection of I-270 and 121, where the BCA requested. The developer will build the tank according WSSC specifications.

• Guest Speaker: State Senator Rob Garagiola 
1. Budget: the Senate is trying to balance the budget. He wants the “Slot machine” to be brought up in a referendum to the voters in the fall

2. Environment: Rob talked about a variety of programs:

a. Requiring seven appliances to be more energy efficient

b. Renewable portfolio includes a solar energy grant reimbursement program when consumers install energy efficient:

i. Solar panels: 20% of cost, up to $2,000

ii. Water heaters: 20% of cost, up to $3,000

3. Spam Deterrence Act: coming October 1. Violators will receive fines or jail sentences.

4. Second Potomac Crossing: Rob is opposed to this.

5. Black bear hunt: Hearing will be either late summer or early fall. Hunters, farmers and the Department of Natural Resources are in favor of the hunt.

6. Deer Management: Planning Board meeting on August 24 will explore solutions to diminish the deer population.

7. Gun Legislation: Rob is in favor of maintaining current ban on gun con troll. States are passing individual laws.

• Guest Speaker: County Councilmember Mike Knapp

(Del credited Mike with helping to save our one-lane bridge and opposing the Techway)

1. Solid waste plant overuse: legislators need to come up with ideas to improve recycling by commercial companies and schools.

2. Master plan reviews coming up: Damascus (late summer) and Germantown (early fall).

3. Agricultural preserve: The issue of sand mounds that adversely affect the reserve will be reviewed.

4. Budget: The budget includes three new upcounty fire stations: West Germantown, East Germantown and Clarksburg.

5. A new police commander, Capt. Evelyn Cahalen, has been hired.

6. Mike wants to tighten up the regulations on the “Tot Lots.”

• Guest Speaker: “Solutions Not Sprawl” Tina Brown 

1. Study results of U-shape commute: of the 25,000 vehicles crossing, 343 VA head to MD, 1500 MD to Tyson’s Corner.

2. Virginia congress says the numbers warrant the second crossing.

3. Maryland legislators are opposed to the second crossing.

4. Upcoming event: July 31 (9-noon) at Linden Farm. “Stay involved.”

• Historical photos: Someone forgot to pay Arthur Virts for prints brought to the April meeting. Please contact Melissa Foster or Arthur Virts.

• Thanks to Regina Walls: Thanks for helping to host the July meeting and for taking blood pressures of anyone at the meeting.

OLD BUSINESS

 • Web Site (Melissa Foster/Maggie Bartlett/John Cook): work will continue to be up by the end of the year.

• “Thompson Farm” / Jamison “Tot Lots”:

Consisting of 418 acres on the east side of Boyds, this land is part of the Agricultural Preserve. The council will have its third hearing about the concerns of clustering.

• Buckridge Court Truck Depot (C.W. Wright) (Melissa Foster): 

Hearing about the Snouffer School Road location is scheduled for July 15.

UPDATE: the county approved the land. However, they have placed a reservation on the lots and we will know in another month whether it would affect the land we are looking at or not.  Things look good.
NEW BUSINESS

• Boyds Signs (Melissa Foster): New signs announcing the upcoming BCA meeting date will soon be attached to the existing wooden Boyds’ signs. Thanks goes to Harry Lucas, who handmade the wood signs, and to Kathy and Chuck Long, who painted and stained them. Also “Thanks” goes to Steve Babcock, Eskin Huff, and Del Laminan for posting the meeting signs for this meeting.
• Donations for the Twitchell Family (Melissa Foster):  victims of a recent house fire are in need of any household items, clothing (sizes 7/8, 10/12, boys 32 waist, mom (Ani) size 0. Melissa is working with Merritt to set up the church as a drop-off site for donations.

• Solid Waste Task Force (Melissa Foster): the need for a second incinerator or landfill is becoming a necessity for Montgomery County. The BCA is seeking volunteers to help with this issue.

• Boyds Picnic/Boyds Days (Eskin Huff): needs volunteers to help organize the picnic. Someone suggested going to the “Barnesville Days” July 31 to see which events, i.e., moon bounce, are the best.

Someone else suggested that maybe “The Gazette” could help publicize Boyds Days. Locations were also suggested: the Park (hopefully free), Marilyn DeReggi’s historic house, or Mike Rubin’s home.

• Boyds thief is still at large, please stay vigilant.

• BCA Budget (Melissa Foster):

With the attorney fees ($600) handling the C. W. Wright issue and only $631.57 in our account, the BCA needs to increase revenues. A variety of suggestions were made:

1. Use the revenues from the upcoming Boyds picnic’s white elephant sale for our deficit.

2. Hold a fundraiser specifically for the BCA.

3. Hold a fundraiser specifically for the attorney’s fees.

MOTION PASSED: 

- Proceeds from picnic will go to the BCA and C.W. Wright costs; and

- Proceeds from another event (to be determined) will go to the BCA and the CW Wright costs.

• Newsletter deadline: August 1

• Meeting Schedule:

October 21, 2004


January 20, 2005

• Motion to adjourn: passed at 9:45 pm.
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