Boyds Civic Association

April 21, 2005 Meeting Minutes
With President Melissa Foster sick, Vice-President Del Laminan called the Boyds Civic Association (BCA) to order at 7:40 pm on April 21, 2005. There were about 30 people in attendance. Minutes from the BCA’s January meeting, taken by Anne Davies, were approved. Thank you Anne for filling in for Maggie Bartlett.

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

Treasurer’s Report (Steve Gibson): Approved
Current balance
$1,775.21 (Boyds Picnic money went into wrong account and will be corrected.)

SPECIAL SPEAKERS

State Senator Rob Garagiola spoke of his roles to:

• Balance the budget
• Increase funding for higher education, but not with slot funding, which were not approved
• Approve the freestanding Emergency Center in Germantown on Route 118

• Help to get bond bills approved for funding, but looking for an entity/foundation to match funds:

· Restoration Barnesville town hall

· Seneca School House museum
· Moving Red Wigler Farm: looking for an entity or foundation to match funds
• Serve as Senate Chair of the Veterans Caucus looking at 10 priority bills:

· Administration of retirement funds

· Set up a task force for disabled veterans

• Support Solar Energy Grant Program: people (including businesses, non-profit schools or churches, or residents) can apply for grants to buy and install solar-powered water heaters (up to $2,000 or 20% of costs) and/or for roof solar panels (up to $3,000 or 20% of panel costs) or for both up to $5,000 or 20% of costs.

Hal Baker introduced Ike Leggett, who plans to run for County Executive: Hal described Leggett as a fair and honest judge and a straight shooter. Leggett has served as President of the County Council three times, the Dean of George Washington University’s law school, and a professor of law at Howard University Law School.

Ike Leggett (future candidate for County Executive)
• Acknowledges the Montgomery County (MC) is demographically different than other counties
• Interested in CORE:

· C (Community): is the foundation of the county

· O (Opportunity): welcomes new people to MC

· R (Responsibility): wants people to volunteer to do something for the county 

· E (Education): is the glue that separates MC from other counties.

• Wants to look at budget as a 4-year plan, not just on a yearly basis.

• Wants to balance growth and development.

• Opposes the Techway that would increase development on or near the Ag Reserves.

• Would implement the plan for the ICC.

• Would relieve traffic congestion on I-270 by reducing growth.

• Note added by Merritt Ednie: Leggett voted against the Boyds quarry years ago.

Andrea Arnold (Managing Director, Celebrate Rural Montgomery)

• Celebrating the 25th anniversary of the Agricultural Reserve (Ag Reserve) which consists of more than 90,000 acres in the northern and western part of Montgomery County.
• Multiple events are planned involving businesses, civic associations, and county agencies.

• Public education campaign was developed to inform people about the Ag Reserve.

• Website: www.ruralmontgomery.org
Kathie Holley (Clarksburg Civic Association)

• CCA is trying to preserve part of the Comsat building: a proposal is going to the Planning Board and County Council.

• CCA is fighting the plan for the Clarksburg Town Center because of the height of proposed buildings and set backs.
OLD BUSINESS

• Buckridge Court Truck Depot (C.W. Wright) (Melissa Foster sick): no report

NEW BUSINESS

• Lithicum Farm: Tommy Lithicum wants to continue to farm the old Reid farm

• Lawson Property (35 acres on Gambling Road): owners want to put 13 houses on 2-3 acres plots and are now trying to get the lots to perk. There are no hearings scheduled yet.

• Meeting Schedule: 

July 21, 2005 (upper hall)


October 20, 2005

• Motion to adjourn: passed at 10:15 pm.
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