 Boyds Civic Association

October 20, 2005 Meeting Minutes
Vice-President Del Laminan called the Boyds Civic Association (BCA) to order at 7:40 pm on October 20, 2005. There were about 27 people in attendance. Minutes from the BCA July meeting needed a correction and were approved. 

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

Treasurer’s Report (Steve Gibson): $1,428.47
Guest Speaker

District Commander Cahalen (Montgomery County Police) and Officer Derrick Davis (Gang Coordinator)
• Police’s three-fold approach dealing with crime is enforcement, prevention, and intervention.
• Gang activity is hard to define and individuals cannot be targeted just because they have been involved with a gang.

• In 64 % of auto thefts, cars were unlocked.
• A BCA member complained that she reported hearing gunshots at the Boyds train station and no officer came out. Commander Cahalen will follow up with the member and police staff.
• The Montgomery County Police have a good relationship with the Park and State Police, so if you see suspicious activity, you can call the MC Police and the correct authorities (Park, State or County police) will respond. If it’s an emergency, all will come.

• The MC Police have training exercises to prevent/respond to a riot at the jail.
• The MC Police have a 150-man unit to respond to biohazard/mass terrorism event.

•  The MC Police have a great relationship with the schools, which have actually had a quiet year.
• Recommendations to prevent and reporting crime:

- Keep house, garage, and cars locked, and hide valuables.


- When on vacation: don’t stop mail, have a neighbor pick up your mail and newspaper.


- Call 301-279-8000 to report suspicious activity.

• Commander Cahalen contact information is as follows:


Cell phone: 240-876-1184


E-mail: evelyn.cahalen@montgomerycounty.md.gov
OLD BUSINESS

• Boyds Picnic (Eskin Huff): Fun was had by all who attended, about 25 people. Rob Garagiola made a guest appearance. “Thanks Yous” go to Dave Flood (sign design), Jim McDaniel and Del Laminan (auctioneer extraordinaire and great sidekick), Gray Miller and Debbie Howie (setup), and Maggie Bartlett (treasurer of the white elephant sale). Special “Thank You” goes to Eskin Huff for organizing the always fun event! Costs were as follows: $170 (shelter), $138 (reusable signs). The deposit of $132 for the shelter will be returned to the BCA but will then be resubmitted for the 2006 picnic deposit. The white elephant sale brought in a profit of $200 for the BCA.
• Buckridge Court Truck Depot (C.W. Wright) (Del Laminan): The controversy continues over the land on Snouffer School Road. The County needs to decide how much land they need so the rest can go to C.W. Wright. This land is also tied up into the Shady Grove master plan.

NEW BUSINESS

• Ag Reserve (Phyllis Sterling/Laytonsvile): Citizens to Preserve the Reserve (CPR) 

· CPR is concerned about the scope and scale of Private Institutional Facilities (PIFs) activity in the Ag Reserve.

· The county is also concerned about expanded development into these areas.

· CPR is not opposed to churches in the communities but opposed to the mega churches because of the increased land use for huge parking lots, school ball fields, and a propsed stadium, all requiring a huge 5,000-gallon septic systems. Increased road use is a concern since our many rural roads that can not handle the increased traffic.

· CPR proposed that the county should be looking at where to put these mega churches, and also put a 5,000-gallon limit for the septic systems.

· Future meetings:

· October 27: CPR hosting a meeting in Laytonsville

· November 8: County hearing

· November 29: Hearing

· Website: www.preservethereserve.org

• MOTION PASSED: The BCA will send a letter to the Montgomery County Planning Board and the County Council expressing our concerns about the PIFs and their impact on the Ag Reserve.
• January 2006 Elections: Merritt Ednie will head up the Election Committee. Anyone interested should call him at 301-972-3722

• Boyds Historical Society: 

· November 20 5:00 pm: An Evening with Arthur Virts and Friends

· October: Fundraiser at the Boyds Bluegrass Bash 

· April through November (first Saturday of the month): Flea Market Swap at the Germantown Train Station

• Barnesville School Basement Sale: October 28-29
• Meeting Schedule: 


January 19, 2006 (Elections)

• Motion to adjourn was passed.
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