Boyds Civic Association

July 19, 2007 Meeting Minutes
Vice-president Del Laminan called the Boyds Civic Association (BCA) to order at 7:35 pm on July 19, 2007. There were about 20 people in attendance. Minutes from the April meeting were approved. 
Treasurer’s Report (Steve Gibson) was approved: $21,386.16
OLD BUSINESS

( Hilltop Farm (Del Laminan): At a hearing on July 19, the Planning Board voted 5-0 against dividing the farm into child lots.

( Sand lots (Del Laminan): The County Council agreed with the Ad Hoc Task Force recommendation to allow sand mounts, but the Planning Board is against sand lots except for very unusual circumstances, i.e., if someone well dries up and no other sites support a well on the lot. It appears that the County Council is in favor of developers.

- County planning process (Del Laminan): The Ad Hoc Task Force is a committee of 15 people given the task to produce a planning report. Since the majority of the committee already favors development to the Ag Reserve, the committee caucuses prior to their meetings on how to best propose their recommendations to the Planning Board. The County Council considers the recommendations of both the planning board and the testimony of witness at public hearings. 

( Am Kolel (Matt Tonti): The Jewish Community on Darnestown Road in Beallsville is trying to start a Sunday school for children in kindergarten through 6th grade. If interested, contact Matt at (240) 994-8646 or by email at mat@am-kolel.org

( Edward Taylor School (Rev. Tim Warren, pastor at St. Mark’s United Methodist Church): Efforts are being made to have MCPS transfer the school to the county as a gathering place for the community. This would lessen the usage of Kerr Hall for many local meetings and events and would be an ideal location for youth, seniors, and the community. It could also house the Boyds historical documents and records. Since it was the first black school to remain a black school and then later to bus white children, it is an historic site. It currently is being used to assemble science kits for county schools. A meeting will be held on September 4 at St. Mark’s located next to the Boyds Negro School to develop a strategy on how best to utilize the school and assess the school’s condition, i.e., water potability and septic capacity. The desire is for the county to be responsible for upkeep and maintenance like other county community centers. 
( Picnic was not discussed since Eskin Huff was not present. In order to reserve the date, Merritt Ednie needs the date. 

NEW BUSINESS

( Intersection of W. Old Baltimore and 355 (Kathie Hulley, Pres., Clarksburg Civic Association): The Tapestry Petition was circulated to limit the development of the areas north and south of W. Old Baltimore at the 355 intersection.

( Speed limit on 355 between Fr. Hurley Blvd. and W. Old Baltimore (Kathie Hulley): A petition was circulated to decrease the speed limit on 355 from 50 mph.
( Help wanted to assist the BCA (Del Laminan and Melissa Foster):
· Mail pickup: Looking for someone to pick up the mail in a timely fashion.

· Planning Chair: Looking for someone to coordinate people to attend the various county meetings, i.e., the Planning Board, County Council meetings and public meetings. This person need not have to attend all the meetings, but to make sure the Boyds community is represented. This will also allow the BCA to receive two notifications of upcoming meetings.

· Newsletter articles: Looking for people to contribute articles for the newsletter, stories can be short.

( New designs for water tower (Kathie Hulley): There are optional unique designs being considered for the future water tower to be built by the salt domes.

( Damascus communication towers (Kathie Hulley): The Planning Board turned down the proposed four 430-ft. towers.

( Ag Reserve meeting was to be held on July 19.

( Countywide survey on wells and septic systems (Kathie Hulley):  A survey to assess the county’s well and septic systems has the potential of threatening the Ag Reserve. If someone has a failed system, it could cost $400,000 to run well and septic to that one lot. The community is asking developers to work with each other to connect their septic/well systems between their respective neighboring developments to avoid having to put in public water and thus threatening the Ag Reserve.

Next BCA meeting: October 18

Motion to adjourn was passed at 9:00 pm.
