Boyds Civic Association

January 21, 2010 Meeting Minutes
President Merritt Ednie called the Boyds Civic Association (BCA) to order at 7:40 pm on January 21, 2010. There were about 35 people in attendance. 

Minutes (Anne Davies) were approved with a correction: The Shephard property is 10 acres with 4 lots proposed. Thank you Anne!
Treasurer’s Report (Steve Gibson) was passed: $19,401.51. Reminder: Due to the increasing cost (about $400) to mail the BCA newsletter, it will no longer be mailed. Occasionally, a postcard may be mailed, which costs the same as the newsletter.

Dues are now $20 for individual or family membership.

Nominating Committee (Chair: Anne Davies): The current officers have agreed to serve again. There were no nominations from the floor. The following are the BCA officers for 2010: Merritt Ednie (President), Jim McDaniel (Vice-President), Steve Gibson (Treasurer), and Maggie Bartlett (Secretary).
ANNOUNCEMENTS

(  Park and Planning: There is a public notice concerning the left-hand turn at the intersection of 355 and Brink.
(  Cell tower permit was granted to Hungerford, and is only half built because Hungerford wanted to extend the tower.
(  Kings Crossing pool requested to add a snack bar.
(  Sugarloaf Regional Trails Project is producing a map with its trails.
(  Cabin Branch development (121/W. Old Baltimore/I-270) is slated for 350 homes on 108 acres. The W. Old Baltimore will be straightened with a roundabout at W. Old Baltimore and Clarksburg Road.
(  Duck’s End:  Three lots (2 child lots) on 28 acres on Bucklodge Road were approved.
SPEAKER

Robert Jepson (Adventist Health)
(  In 2002, Adventist Health (AH) purchased 220 acres of land known as the Cabin Branch Development (W. Old Baltimore / Rt. 121 / I-270) with plans to build a hospital and medical campus, along with some residence and commercial activities. 

(  The medical campus would include a 93-bed hospital, senior home, nursing center, and a daycare with physician offices and outpatient services and primary care for many, including the uninsured.  The size will be about the size of Holy Cross in Silver Spring, with room to grow if needed. Harry St.Ours will put a map of the proposed area on the BCA website.

(  An estimated 1,000 new jobs is considered a conservative figure.
(  AH feels it is the right time and the right place for a hospital in the fastest growing area in Montgomery County and would service Germantown up through Urbana and include maternity, surgery and emergency services, but no shock trauma. This would not interfere with the Germantown Emergency Center.
(  Since AH has been working with Clarksburg Civic Association for years, AH was very surprised when Holy Cross Hospital wanted to build a hospital as part of a proposed training program for health professionals at Montgomery College Germantown campus. The number of students would be too many for the proposed Holy Cross hospital. Holy Cross already partners with the Takoma Park campus where Montgomery College has its nursing program. 

(  If approved in the spring of 2010, permitting and site plans and construction will take 2-3 years, hoping to open on 2013.
(  BCA member, who volunteers at the Mercy Clinic in Gaithersburg, says that AH is a good neighbor donating $.5 million of pro bono work in the clinic
(  Another BCA member proposed that since the Clarksburg Hospital is in Boyds, it should say it is in Boyds (unlike the SoccerPlex).

Another BCA member wanted to ask Holy Cross for their viewpoint.
(  MOTION: was made and passed to send a letter of our support for the AH for the Clarksburg Hospital in Boyds.
OLD BUSINESS / UPDATES
( Boyds Historical Society (Maggie Bartlett/Steve and Ginger Gibson):

- Boyds Negro School was open for Montgomery County’s Heritage Days on June 27-28 12-4 pm.

- Flea Market (1st Saturday of each month) April - November and only costs $15 per two-spaces.

- BHS opens the Boyds Negro School on the last Sunday of the month from 1:00 – 4:00 pm (Apr.-Nov.).

( Global Mission Church (Carol Purcell): I-270 / Old One Hundred Rd. (designated Rustic Road)

The GMC in Silver Spring is planning to build a 138,000 sq. ft., 1,066-seating, church with a steeple 85 feet (two times the height of the Boyds Presbyterian Church). The Planning Commission turned down the churches proposal and the church appealed. Experts on sewer and power are expected to testify. Montgomery Countryside Alliance was present at the hearing.

( Hilltop Farms Limited Partnership: Slidell & W. Old Baltimore: Decision is on appeal.

( Corridor Cities Transitway (widening of I-270 to 12 lanes up to Frederick): Some BCA members want mass transit.  Merritt Ednie wrote a letter to explore other option.
NEW BUSINESS

( Goddard School (Deborah Duffin) Located Rt. 355 across from Greenwich Baptist Church, they just proposed to a new daycare for 280 kids.

( Action Committee for Transit (Miriam Schoenbaum):  There is a program to fund a non-road transportation project hiker/biker path to go from Slidell or Bucklodge to Rt. 117 to the train station through Boyds, across the creek to then hook up to the sidewalks in Germantown. Little Seneca Lodge is accessible to the 78 bus.

( MARC expansion plan (Miriam Schoenbaum): Because of increased use of the trains at the Boyds station. The Boyds Presbyterian Church has offered space for parking Monday through Friday. Merritt Ednie is working on the paperwork.
( Cabin Branch Development / Summerfield Crossing (Cheryl Imperatore): W. Old Baltimore / Rt. 121 / I-270

An ad hoc water quality bus trip traveled along the Ten Mile Creek watershed headwaters In February to the proposed bus depot (350 buses) across from the salt domes at I-270 and Clarksburg Road. Mike Knapp and Robert Ehrlich were on board.

The Ten Mile Creek Watershed is located at Whelan Rd. / Rt. 121 (120 acres). Ride-On Bus wants this land for a bus depot for buses (drive in at 11 pm and out at 5 am everyday) and 91 pieces of heavy equipment. With an estimated 15% of the property designated for impervious surface area, the Audubon Society is researching to see if this will damage the Ten Mile Creek watershed. Park and Planning has asked Ride-On to look for another location, perhaps a defunct shopping center.

( Barnesville Oak Farms (Anne Davies): A grant was given for an easement for a hike and ride trail.

( Monocacy Elementary School is closing, but not until 2011.
( Sherman Property (Bucklodge / Moore Road / Rt. 28): Proposed for 7 lots.

( US Census is hiring people at $18.75/hour plus $.55 per mile

( Boyds Federal Credit Union is one of the oldest credit unions in Maryland. It is FDIC insured and offering close to 2% interest (at this time). The office is open Tuesday and Thursday 5:00 pm - 7:30 pm and Saturdays 9:00 am – 12:00 noon. The annual meeting and Bingo night will be February 12 at 7:00 pm in Kerr Hall.

Next BCA meeting: April 15, 2010, 7:30 pm. 

Motion to adjourn was passed.
