Boyds Civic Association

July 15, 2010 Meeting Minutes
President Merritt Ednie called the Boyds Civic Association (BCA) to order at 7:35 pm on July 15, 2010. There were about 20 people in attendance. 

Minutes were approved.
(  Treasurer’s Report (Steve Gibson) was passed: $18,569.72
(  Reminder: Due to the increasing cost (about $400) to mail the BCA newsletter, it will no longer be mailed. Occasionally, a postcard may be mailed, which costs the same as the newsletter.

(  Dues are now $20 for individual or family membership.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

(  Pedestrian/Bicycle Trail: After a study is completed, there is a 2-4 mile path proposed. Money is from a transportation enhancement funds.
(  Mirant Power Plant: There are some concerns about how the proposed “carbon tax” will affect the plant.
(  Sugarloaf Citizen Association: Ann Stern elected as president.

(  Farm Tour: Saturday, July 24 10 am-4 pm and Sunday, July 25 1-4 pm

(  King Farm Dairy Mooseum: Open Saturdays 10 am-4 pm

VISITORS

(  Nancy Floreen (President, Montgomery County Council)
(  Royce Hanson: running for county council in November
(  Dave Frazier (lives on Ganley Rd.): Democratic State Delegate candidate (District 15) in November and supports Ag Reserve. For more information, go to: http://www.Fraserfor15.org

(  Kathy Matthews (Director, Upcounty Regional Services)
SPEAKERS

Nancy Floreen (President, County Council)
(  Budget:  
- Montgomery County gets $2.3 Billion of Maryland’s $4.3 billion
- Utility bills: MC energy taxes went way up

- Revenue has dropped 21%- reasons unknown

- Lost job rate is at 5.2%, when normally it is around 3%

- County furloughs went into effect, based on salary rate, higher the salary, more furlough days

- County salaries were decreased, again based on the salaries of employees, with some staff cuts

- County still has an AAA bond rating, which is good news and allows the county to borrow money
(  Great Seneca Science Corridor: numbers were decreased
(  Mirant Power sued Montgomery County over the “carbon tax”. The tax is on carbon emissions at a rate of $15/ton, raising $13-17 million. They say it will not come from the customers and there is no revenue for the county.
(  Ambulance Fees will generate $13 million for the county and should be paid by the insurance companies.

Kristen Becker (Seneca Creek Nature School)

(  Ms. Becker is looking to use the Edward U. Taylor School to start a charter school (K-8, 135-180 students) with small-sized classes for hands-on learning, and a community based arts program, and will be part of the county public school system. With increased physical activity, fewer discipline problems are expected. Although a feasibility study has not yet begun, Becker is planning to apply for historic renovation funds to pay for half of the costs. There were BCA member concerns about school buses travelling on White Ground Rd. which is designated as an exceptional rustic road. Becker said that buses are not proposed yet. She plans to submit her application in September 2010 and to have the school open in 2011. BCA members felt that a school binds a community together and this might be a good use of the Taylor school. 

(MOTION: The Boyds Civic Association supports the application of this charter school. Motion was passed.

Royce Hanson (Candidate, Montgomery County Council)

(  Concerned about the “scale of development” in the county, especially as it affects the overall character of Boyds and the Ag Reserve. Boyds used to have 2,900; it now has 5,000 with 500 in the center. The Master Plan is the “limit” of development, not a right.

( The history of farming in Montgomery County started as tobacco, then wheat, dairy and now corn, soy, pumpkins and table produce. A BCA member noted that of the 12,000 farms, there are 700 horse farms, 133 fruit and food, and about 35 sheep farms.

(  For more information about his Democratic run for county council in the District 2 election, go to: www.roycehanson.org
OLD BUSINESS / UPDATES
(  Hilltop Farms Limited Partnership (Allen Noble): Slidell & W. Old Baltimore: Some history: the Planning Board denied the zoning of subdivisions, it was appealed and then the Planning Board reversed its decision. The case was argues last fall and a decision is still waiting.

(  Boyds Historical Society (Maggie Bartlett):

- Boyds Negro School was open for Montgomery County’s Heritage Days on June 27-28 12-4 pm.

- Flea Market (1st Saturday of each month) April - November and only costs $15 per two-spaces.

- BHS opens the Boyds Negro School on the last Sunday of the month from 1:00 – 4:00 pm (Apr.-Nov.).

(  Water Quality Working Group: No report yet about the Ten Mile Creek watershed headwaters.

(  Global Mission Church: I-270 / Old One Hundred Rd. (designated Rustic Road)

The GMC in Silver Spring is planning to build a 138,000 sq. ft., 1,066-seating, church with a steeple 85 feet (two times the height of the Boyds Presbyterian Church). The GMC sued the Frederick Council. The M-NCPPC previously rejected the plan, the church appealed and now the commission is re-reviewing the plan.

( Barnesville Oak Farms (Merritt Ednie): This subdivision will require a cut into the Ag Reserve and into an old tree forest. Needless to say, this affects the Ag Reserve itself as well as interfering with the views for those living along Peachtree Rd. A meeting will be held on Thursday, July 22 at 7:30 pm at MNCPP. 

( Cabin Branch Development / Summerfield Crossing (W. Old Baltimore / Rt. 121 / I-270): Development is at a slow pace, the same as the economy.

NEW BUSINESS

(  Rhea Property: Owners want two additional houses in the ½ -acre zoning area
Next BCA meeting: October 21, 2010, 7:30 pm. 

Motion to adjourn was passed at 9:00 pm.
