Boyds Civic Association

December 11, 2013 SPECIAL Meeting Minutes
President Chris Arndt called the Boyds Civic Association (BCA) to order at 7:35 pm on December 11, 2013. There were about 20 people in attendance. 
Minutes (Maggie Bartlett) were approved.

Treasurer’s Report (Steve Gibson) was passed: $13,736.04 (as of 6/30/13)

SPEAKERS
Delegate Aruna Miller (with David Hildago-Fraser)

( When Rob Garagiola resigned as a State Senator, Delegate Brian Feldman replaced Rob, and David Hildago-Fraser for the spring session. An election will occur in June. 

( Ways and Means Committee: 11 new delegates working on increasing new and small businesses
( Funds approved for transportation projects: purple line and Corridor transit, and the Watkins Mill Rd. interchange at I-270
( Bow hunting regulation of safety zone. In an attempt to reduce the deer overpopulation, there is a proposal to reduce the safety zone from a hunter to a dwelling and roads to be reduced from 150 yards to 50 yards. The BCA attendees felt that was too close to a dwelling and recommended expanding the shotgun season.

MOTION passed to maintain the 150-yard safety zone.

( MARC service at Boyds may be needed to increase in anticipation of the future Cabin Branch development. With increased bus service to the MARC trains, the station and parking need to upgraded. Concepts will be presented on Tuesday, January 16 to collect public opinions that would be sent to the County Council. Concepts could include parking at Germantown/Milestone Target/by movie theaters. Bike lanes are another issue being considered.
Brian Feldman (State Senator)(Tax lawyer and Certified Public Accountant)
( Having served on the House economic committee, now serves on the Senate finance Committee.
( Tax code: Feldman proposed a bill to update the Maryland tax code to decrease the corporate tax rate from 8% to 6%. Maryland’s additional local county piggyback tax and state tax results in a 9-10% tax rate, much higher than Virginia’s rate. 

( Health care: District 15 has the most physicians in all of Maryland. It has the most educated workforce with the federal government’s NIH in Montgomery County and Johns Hopkins in Baltimore.

( Energy: Proposed to establish standards for Pepco, PG&E, and Vepco and hold them accountable and reliable. Also, look for other energy options like electric cars and wind power.
( Maryland is a bad place to retire with the estate tax still at $1 million versus $5 million as other states. Maryland has both inheritance tax and estate taxes.
( Busy year: Maryland legislators addressed 2,500 bills (1,500 in House/1,000 in Senate)(20-25% pass). Each bill has a hearing and anyone can testify.
( Feldman asked the BCA attendees for their opinion about decriminalizing marijuana so that it would not be legal but would only result in a civil citation. Attendees were in favor of this idea.

OLD BUSINESS
( Anderson Property (Rt. 121 and Barnesville Rd.): A citation had been sent concerning the junkyard and a court hearing was held scheduled. The junkyard has been cleaned up. Thank yous go to Kathy Matthews and the County.

(  Intersection of W. Old Baltimore and Clarksburg Rds.: Study reported that the intersection meets the highway standards to become a circle in the Cabin Branch development.
( BCA meeting announcement: The cost of printing and mailing the postcard is about $900! Harry St. Ours volunteered to try to use “Mailchip” to get the word out.
( Ten Mile Creek proposed development: Pulte proposed 1000+ homes, the Park and Planning Board study recommended 200, but the Planning Board ignored the study and proposed 300-400. This creek provides the highest water quality in Maryland. People need to contact the County Council members to try and keep the development at a minimum or nothing. If the number decreases, Pulte might pull out. Public record closes on December 20.

NEW BUSINESS

( Nominating Committee: Marge, Hamm Hough, and Miriam Schoenbaum.

( Community announcements: Arthur has key to Post Office box
Motion to adjourn was passed at 9:10 pm.

Next BCA meeting: January 16, 2014, 7:30 pm. 
