Boyds Civic Association

April 18, 2013 Meeting Minutes
President Chris Arndt called the Boyds Civic Association (BCA) to order at 7:35 pm on April 18, 2013 and read the mission of the BCA. There were about 26 people in attendance.
Minutes (Maggie Bartlett) were approved with corrections (Catherine Matthews to submit corrections). 

Treasurer’s Report (Steve Gibson) was passed: $15,775.37 (as of 3/31/13)

SPEAKERS

Aruna Miller (State Delegate, District 15, Montgomery County)(Profession: Transportation Engineer)

( Gas Tax: The amount of the state gas tax is proportionately higher for Montgomery County.
( ICC Speed Limit: Proposed increase of the speed limit on the ICC to 70 mph, but it was passed at 60 mph.
( Firearms Safety Act of 2013 passed (opponents to appeal).
( Death penalty repealed: Last death penalty death was in 2005.
( School Start Time: Failed: Later school start for high school students, but looking for extending the school year.
( Teleworking: Increased the percentage of teleworking programs in MD to decrease traffic and gas, and improve the environment. Six percent of state employees now telework, with the goal to increase to 15%.

( Transportation: Funding was added for the purple line and the Corridor City bus line to Clarksburg.
( Cabin Branch Development: It was suggested that the circle be put in first at W. Old Baltimore and Clarksburg Rd.
( M83 (Midcounty Hwy. Extension): Discussion continues to keep or modify the 60-year master plan to extend the Midcounty Hwy to Clarksburg. Five of 13 alignment options were selected for consideration, with all environmentally affecting less than 1-acre.
( Transportation Trust Funds welcomes groups/industry to create partnerships to saves taxpayers.
( Gas Tax: An increase of the current $.04/gallon to $.20 would be the fifth highest in US. Note: MD incomes are 4th highest. Also, electric car owners would not be paying gas tax, so transportation income to MD would be less, so an alternative income might be needed, maybe through an income to sales tax or an increase to special license tags.
( Internet Sales Tax: Federal government might issue a sales tax for internet sales.
Catherine Matthews

( Cabin Branch Development Site Plans: Plans are available on Planning Board’s website. In the last phase, W. Old Baltimore will be closed for a year. Matthews will check how this might affect the Black Hill Regional Park entrance.

( Clarksburg Town Center: New developer is moving along with new plans.
( Outlet Mall: Discussion will continue to determine which area will be developed for outlet mall(s).

NEW BUSINESS

( Death Row Prisoners: With the death penalty being repealed, death penalty prisoners are now given a “death without parole.” sentence.
( Speeders Pay Up: Barnesviile received a $36,000 check for speeders!
( Junkyard: Inspection on cleanup progress will occur on May 16, 2013.

OLD BUSINESS
( MARC Transportation (Miriam Schoenbaum): Gas tax will pay for new MTA locomotives and added afternoon train. Increase in fares will update new cars.

(  Zoroastrian Temple (Merritt Ednie): Temple received permitting. Move-in date is estimated to be the end of Spring 2014. Older representative passed away. Temple is considering hosting an open house and/or a BCA meeting.

( Boyds Historical Society (Maggie Bartlett and Steve Gibson): The Boyds Negro School will be open for Heritage Days on Saturday and Sunday, June 29 &30, noon to 4:00 pm with a book signing on Saturday, and a live band on Sunday. Open houses continue on the last Sunday of the month, 2:00-4:00 pm.
( Credit Union Bingo: Friday, April 20, 7:00 pm.
( “Boyds in the Country” signs: Maggie Bartlett will get quote to replace damaged signs. She will submit quote at next BCA meeting for consideration.

Motion to adjourn was passed at 9:00 pm.

Next BCA meeting: July 18, 2013, 7:30 pm. 

