​Boyds Civic Association

April 24, 2014 Meeting Minutes
President Chris Arndt called the Boyds Civic Association (BCA) to order at 7:40 pm on April 24, 2014. There were about 21 people in attendance. 
Minutes (Maggie Bartlett) were approved.

Treasurer’s Report (Steve Gibson) was passed: $14,149.40 (as of 3/31/14).

SPEAKERS

Kathleen Dumais (Maryland State Delegate for District 15)
(  Balance Budget: despite sluggish revenue growth

(  Try to increase job growth and job creation

(  Maryland is one of 10 states with a AAA bond rating

Aruna Miller  (Maryland State Delegate for District 15)
(  Passed: Raising exempt amounts of MD’s Estate Tax and Inheritance Tax to match Federal. MD is one of two states that have both.

(  Passed: Minimum Wage Act of 2014 will raise the minimum wage from $7.25 to $10.10 by July 2018.

(  Passed: Jake’s Law will now require jail time for cell phone drivers if in accident.

(  Passed: Possession of 10 grams or less of marijuana is now a civil offense (not criminal), but drug paraphernalia still criminal offense

(  Passed: Electronic cigarettes are banned to minors.

(  Passed: Start study to review the idea of delaying school start times. Issues to consider are buses, sports, and athletics. Reviews of other school districts, like in Virginia, will be included.

(  Passed: Canine profiling is not legal. Owner, of any kind of dog that injures a person, is liable. Landlords are no longer liable if any dog owned by one of their tenants injures a person.

(  Kathleen Dumais received a prestigious award for the Maryland House of Delegates, a well-deserved award.

(  Primary day: June 24, with early voting June 12-19
David Hildago-Fraser (Maryland State Delegate for District 15)
(  A former police officer is now a delegate 

( Serves n the Environmental Committee:

-  Looking at issues to preserve the Ag Reserve.

-  Darnestown area has a small shale area; he has learned that fracking has been done safely in western MD.

( Serves on the Subcommittee for Transportation: 

-  Reviewing speed camera effectiveness, for safety, and revenue issues.


-  Looking at various ideas about the proposed bus depot at Clopper and Clarksburg Rds. to better utilize MARC trains.

MOTION (passed): The BCA will form a committee to monitor the ongoing bus depot issues and report back to the BCA.


(Miriam Schoenberg and Dave Flood volunteered)

( Bow deer hunting safety zone bill had been proposed to reduce the zone to 50 yards from any building or residence. The BCA recommended that the safe zone stay at 150 yards. But the bill was passed for the safety zone to be set at 100 yards.

OLD BUSINESS
( Ten-Mile Creek /Clarksburg Master Plan (Melanie Hoffman): The County Council voted to protect the creek’s headwaters reducing Pulte’s proposed plan for two malls and 1,000 homes (down to 200) and allowing only 6% to be impervious surface. Pulte plans to sue the county. This was a great example of how the community was able to overturn Park and Planning’s plan to approve the proposed development by not accepting their own environmental committee’s report and advice.

NEW BUSINESS

( Ban on Leghold Traps (Anne Davies): Although very cruel, leghold traps are legal in Maryland from January 15 to March 15. Anne is proposing that the County Council pass stricter, more humane laws. More information will be presented at July meeting.

Motion to adjourn was passed.

Next BCA meeting: July 17, 2014, 7:30 pm. 
