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Boyds Civic Association

April 16, 2015 Meeting Minutes 

(amended July 16, 2015)
President Hammet Hough called the Boyds Civic Association (BCA) to order at 7:40 pm on April 16, 2015. There were about 42 people in attendance. 
Minutes (Maggie Bartlett) were approved.

Treasurer’s Report (Steve Gibson) was passed: $14,720.09 (as of 3/31/15).

SPECIAL PRESENTATION

Catherine Matthews (Regional Director, Montgomery County Upcounty Region): Presented a Proclammation from county executive Ike Leggett celebrating the 50th Anniversary of the Boyds Civic Association to Arthur Virts who accepted it on behalf of the BCA. Former BCA presidents were acknowledged: Alan Noble, Jim McDaniel, David Frazer Hidalgo, Del Laminan, Chris Arndt, Jim Coleman, Jim Lawson, Merritt Ednie, Lisa DeReggi, Melissa Foster, Stan Fisher, Mike Gresalfi, and Tom Faison. Cathy shared Montgomery County Council Member Craig Rice’s regrets for missing tonight’s presentation due to a budget hearing.
SPEAKERS

Kathleen Dumais (MD State Delegate) issues/bills addressing:
(  Balanced budget was passed with $202 million set aside. GSEI was fully funded; healthcare saved for disabled; no cut in K-12 education; and included a 2% COLA.

(  Judiciary Committee addressed heroin epidemic; sentences for distributing will be 20 year, if results in a death up to 30 years.

(  Police accountability: body cameras will be utilized without violating wiretap laws.

(  Revised “Rain Tax” that taxes square footage of runoff on impervious surfaces (Baltimore very affected by this.)

David Fraser Hidalgo (MD House Delegate): Issue/bills addressing:
(  Storm water into the Chesapeake Bay, now with a low rating of grade D.

(  School funding, including construction

(  Phosphorus Management Tool to decrease nitrogen and phosphorus runoff into waters. Delmarva peninsula’s chicken farms and Pennsylvania’s spread manure are main concerns.

(  Fracking Moratorium is in affect for 2-1/2 years

(  Poolesville ‘s solar project

(  Need to find funding to evaluate the bus turnaround/MARC parking at Clopper and Clarksburg Rds. for a permanent solution.

Mark Wallis and Leslie Saville (M-NCPPC/Planning Dept.): Cricket Field: Clopper and Clarksburg Rds. (31 acres)
(  Potential plan includes two cricket fields (artificial turf), dog park, solar powered high-end bathrooms, and playground.

(  Some statistics: there are 1,000 cricket players in Montgomery County; about 30 people play in the 9:00-12:00 “softball” game, and then 30 people play in the 12:00-6:00 “hardball” game; April-October. Howard County has one field.

(  Member noted that 1985 Boyds Master Plan called for a multiuse community park not for a specific use. 

(  Members are concerned about light pollution. Mark stated that local parks are lit at the entrance.

OLD BUSINESS

RideOn bus turnaround (Boyds MARC-MCDOT working group)

(Chair Miriam Schoenbaum, Hammet Hough, Anne Davies, and Cheryl Imperatore)
(  Introduced Dennis Fling (storage lot owner)

(  Working group met with Cathy Mathews, David Fraser Hidalgo, MD Transit (MARC) to present idea and request a feasibility study. Also asked delegates to write to Peter Rahn, Secretary of Maryland Department of Transportation about this issue.

(  Have not yet met with Maryland’s State Highway Administration.

(  Maryland’s transportation administration came to Boyds to see the land and review this issue.

(  “Catch 22”: MARC will not add more stops unless there are more parking spaces. Boyds only has 20 spaces which is not enough to increase the number of MARC stops.

NEW BUSINESS

(  Claudia Golenda (Friends of Black Hill Nature Programs):

· April 24-26: Native Plant sale

· Monarch Fiesta Day: September 19, 10 am – 3 pm
Motion to adjourn was passed at 9:40 pm.

Next BCA meeting: July 16, 2015 at 7:30 pm. 
